
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 13 August 2002] 

 p7b-8a 
Hon John Fischer; Hon Kim Chance 

 [1] 

WHEAT TRADE WITH IRAQ 

6. Hon JOHN FISCHER to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
(1) Will the minister please advise the House whether he has discussed with the Minister for Foreign 

Affairs or any other member of the federal Government the ramifications to the Western Australian 
wheat trade resulting from the comments made by Mr Downer about future hostilities with Iraq? 

(2) If so, will the minister enlighten the House on the result of the talks? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) I have not spoken to the Minister for Foreign Affairs or any other member of the federal Government 
about Mr Downer’s statements on Iraq.  The member could have as easily referred to the Prime 
Minister’s statements on Iraq, which I find every bit as offensive as Mr Downer’s comments.  The 
Western Australian Government views this issue as something that should be negotiated with Iraq.  The 
Western Australian Government considers Iraq and a number of other countries in the Middle East as 
important and highly valued trading partners.  Iraq has had a long association with Western Australia as 
an export market for its wheat and other agricultural produce.  The consequences of a loss or partial loss 
of any market should be viewed seriously. 

(2) Not applicable. 

It is a disturbing trend that the Prime Minister and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, apparently without 
discussions with the Minister for Trade - and certainly without discussions with state trade or 
agricultural ministers - have made statements about Iraq that are, at the very kindest, ill considered.  I 
am deeply disturbed that the Australian Government has made statements of this kind - as it has on 
other issues - that have put our wheat trade with Indonesia at risk on trade-related rather than political 
issues, especially through anti-dumping provisions.  The Commonwealth Government should deal more 
closely with affected State Governments on issues of this nature.  I will make my views known, but not 
directly to the Minister for Trade.  Protocol dictates that my views be made known to the federal 
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.  The Premier can make his views known to the Prime 
Minister. 

Hon George Cash:  I am advised that no answer has been received, notwithstanding the considerable notice 
given to my question.  I am happy to reserve my position for two questions tomorrow. 
 


